
Proud Boys' Tarrio guilty of Jan. 6
seditious conspiracy

Former Proud Boys leader Enrique Tarrio and three other members of the far-right extremist
group were convicted Thursday of a plot to attack the U.S. Capitol in a desperate bid to keep

Donald Trump in power after the Republican lost the 2020 presidential election.

A jury in Washington, D.C., found Tarrio and three lieutenants guilty of seditious conspiracy after
hearing from dozens of witnesses over more than three months in one of the most serious

cases brought in the stunning attack that unfolded on Jan. 6, 2021, as the world watched on live
TV.

Jurors cleared a fifth defendant — Dominic Pezzola — of the sedition charge, though he was
convicted of other serious felonies. The judge excused the jury without delivering a verdict on

some counts — including another conspiracy charge for Pezzola — after jurors failed to reach a
unanimous decision.

It’s a significant milestone for the Justice Department, which has now secured seditious
conspiracy convictions against the leaders of two major extremist groups prosecutors say were
intent on keeping Democratic President Joe Biden out of the White House at all costs. The

charge carries a prison sentence of up to 20 years.

Tarrio, behind bars since his March 2022 arrest, didn't appear to show any emotion as the
verdict was read. He hugged one of his lawyers and shook the hand of the other before leaving
the courtroom. A few of the people sitting among the defendants’ relatives wiped away tears as

the verdict was read.

The verdict comes after a trial that took more than twice as long as originally expected, slowed
by bickering, mistrial motions and revelations of government informants in the group. Securing
the conviction of Tarrio, a high-profile leader who wasn’t at the riot itself, could embolden the

Justice Department as a special counsel investigates Trump, including key aspects of the Jan. 6
insurrection.

Special Counsel Jack Smith in recent weeks has sought the testimony of many people close to
Trump. They include former Vice President Mike Pence, who testified before a grand jury last
week, likely giving prosecutors a key first-person account about certain conversations and

events in the weeks preceding the riot.

Tarrio was a top target of what has become the largest Justice Department investigation in
American history. He led the neo-fascist group — known for street fights with left-wing activists



— when Trump infamously told the Proud Boys to “stand back and stand by” during his first
debate with Biden.

Tarrio wasn’t in Washington on Jan. 6, because he had been arrested two days earlier in a
separate case and ordered out of the capital city. But prosecutors said he organized and

directed the attack by Proud Boys who stormed the Capitol that day.

In addition to Tarrio, a Miami resident, three other Proud Boys were convicted of seditious
conspiracy: Ethan Nordean, Joseph Biggs and Zachary Rehl.

Tarrio, Nordean, Biggs and Rehl were also convicted of obstructing Congress’ certification of
Biden’s electoral victory and obstructing law enforcement as well as two other conspiracy
charges. The four were cleared of an assault charge stemming from Pezzola, who stole an

officer’s riot shield.

The judge told jurors to keep deliberating on a few remaining counts where they haven’t
reached agreement.

Rehl's attorney, Carmen Hernandez, said her client “continues to maintain his innocence.”
Lawyers for Biggs and Pezzola declined to comment. An attorney for Tarrio declined to

comment.


